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Help Us Stay Special
By Terri Almeida

hen I’'m out for a pleasurable evening walk along ou

tree-lined streets or strolling downtown on an redra
| always think about how lucky | am to live in sugh ideal
area. A couple of years ago, the Parkme
neighborhood was given the first
Neighborhood Pride Award for our
distinguished contribution to the “Beauty
of Environment,” thanks to the
camaraderie we all share and the great
relationship between the neighborhood,
Parkmead Elementary School and Hillsi
Covenant Church. ’ "

It's officially Fall, which means the e

Parkmead Community Association is holding Boardt@as
at our annual Pizza Meeting. This year's meetinglve on
November 4, from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. We've moved theeting
to a new location, the multipurpose roomPafrkmead

Elementary SchoolPlease come vote, enjoy dinner, and learn

more about emergency preparedness.

We have a great group of neighbors involvedur
association, and we always need more. This yeahawve
several openings on the Board and can use your help

Would you like to plan our garage sale? Withre than
50 households participating, this gives you thecopmity to
meet neighbors all over the Parkmead amdyou may hear
tips about great items that will be sold that day!

Are you a party person or a great event meh@ur three
annual social events — the block party, the icaroreocial,
and the pizza meeting — are perfect opportunities¢ate
memorable experiences for your neighbors.

Do you love the changes we’ve made to thestedter and
website? Working as the Communications Chair, yaouleelp
us keep producing a newsletter three times a yeamiill
keep the neighborhood informed and invested inythigry
that affects our community.

We have many programs planned for this conjedy, so
there are always opportunities to make a contriloutd your
community. | urge you to join the PCA and volunteejoin
the Board or help on a committee. It's a lot of, fand we
need your support to keep Parkmead so speciabulfiyant to
get involved, you can emahbrkmead@parkmead.qror
contact a member of the Board.

Hope to see you all for pizza!

Fall 2010

Everybody Loves a Parade

Friday,October 29 starting around 8:30 am.
The students of Parkmead Elementary wind
their way through the classrooms and marc

around the playground in costume. The \/
teachers are in their spookiest, silliest attire,
head custodian Mr. Dick playsalloween
music over the loudspeakers, and parents take huowes to
embarrass their children for years to come.

Cast Away

Every vote counts. Cast your ballot Biection Day;,
November 2

Pizza Party and Meeting

Thursday November 4 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm, in Parkmead
Elementary’s multipurpose room. Two guest speagergide
the nuts and bolts @farthquake safety Structural engineer
Kevin Moore talks about
earthquake zones in Walnut Creek
and our neighborhood and how to
prepare for The Big One, and
Russ Donovan, a local expert in
emergency preparedness, discusses
Community Emergency Response Teams and the Map Your
Neighborhood program. Free pizza, salad, drinkscandies
— and childcare for the kids. The program is fokaWy
elections to the PCA Board for 2011.

In the Service of their Country
—

The annuaVeterans Day celebration
takes place at Parkmead Elementary,

-,-
@-\‘5_ SundayNovember 7,from 2 to 4 pm.
%

2

Local Cub, Boy and Girl Scouts are

\ﬂ mmes® Organizing the event and, this year, the
k\;’ Cub Scouts of Pack 302 are collecting

\ ‘ old flags that need to be retired. Bring
torn or old flags to the event. For more

information about flag retirement, please contact
thomas.tish@xtime.com.







FOLLOW THE MONEY
The First Businessmen
of The Corners

By Brad Rovanpere

he first genuine business to

locate at The Corners [what
Walnut Creek was called in the mid-
1800s] was established in 1855 by
Milo J. Hough. The 31-year-old
entrepreneur had been operating a
hotel in nearby Lafayette for two years
and was briefly postmaster in that
village and a founder of the first
Methodist church built there. Where
Hough built his Walnut Creek House
is disputable. No maps or documents
of the period precisely record where
the hotel was located. However, it
likely stood where the Broadway
Plaza parking garage stands today.
One thing is certain: The Walnut
Creek House — a two-story wooden
structure, 24 feet by 40 feet — was the
singular landmark of the Walnut
Creek area for a dozen years.

Hough ran a store and a bar out of
the hostelry, making him something of
a one-man chamber of commerce.
Across from the hotel he built a
blacksmith shop, which was destroyed
in a fire in 1861.

James Walker was one of the first
merchants of Walnut Creek.

The late 1850s was a time of
important change in the area. The
fertile farming land of the Ygnacio
Valley, once used for cattle grazing,

drew scores of new settlers intent on
growing wheat, the traditional staple
of the era. James T. Walker had
arrived in the valley in 1853 and
purchased 1,400 acres formerly owned
by Dofia Juana and set up a cattle
ranch. In the spring of 1869, Walker
acquired another 140 acres from
Ygnacio Sibrian for $840 and built a
home that stands today just off North
Gate Road.

The original farmhouse of James Walker
still stands near North Gate Road.

Another early arrival was Hiram P.
Penniman, an lllinois native who came
to The Corners around 1856 and
purchased from George Thorn about
25 acres of the original Slusher land in
the vicinity of Main Street between
Mt. Diablo Blvd. and Cypress Street.
He surveyed lots and laid out the first
town site, selling the parcels for $50
and $75 apiece, depending on their
size. Thus, Penniman became the
village's first real estate agent.

In early 1866, Penniman and G.C.
Sears set up a store at Main and
Lafayette streets selling groceries, dry
goods, clothing and hardware.
Penniman was appointed postmaster
that same year. His partnership with
Sears ended at the end of 1867, and
Penniman sold the store to William C.
Pratt who was, in turn, appointed
postmaster in November 1867. Pratt
advertised his store in tl@ontra
Costa Gazettas being “at the County
Centre, Walnut Creek Corners.”

Excerpted fromAn lllustrated History
of Walnut Creeknewly published by
the Walnut Creek Historical Society
(925) 935-7871.
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At the annual block party
in September, there were ...

LAS LOMAS PRINCIPAL PARKMEAD PRINCIPAL

HOWDY NEIGHBORS
by Matt Campbell

I enjoy the beginning of the school
year. | love the eagerness of the
students as they begin their new year
bursting with enthusiasm. | admire our
student-athletes participating in after-

school activities in their collective
pursuit of excellence. And | realize
how important Las Lomas is in the
lives of our students in preparing them
for their years beyond high school.

We take the responsibility of
educating our students seriously as the
staff works

hard to
develop our
students’
academic,
social and
emotional
needs. |
want to
continue to

cultivate our close relationship with
the Parkmead Community. Please feel
free to visit our campus during the
many extracurricular activities we host
every day after school. Our Friday-
night football games are a tremendous
place to interact with fellow

neighbors. Also, | hope you take
advantage of our drama department
and come to our theater to watch a
high-quality high school drama
production. Whether it is a sporting

or an arts event, | welcome you to

our school.

Thank you for your extreme
generosity in welcoming me to the
community. | realize | am fortunate to
be the principal of Las Lomas and
follow in the footsteps of Mr. Lickiss.
| never take for the granted the
positive relationship that Las Lomas
shares with Parkmead, and | will
continue the partnership by working
with the neighbors of Parkmead.

MEASURE BY MEASURE
by Dr. Kathleen Scott

P arkmead has had a wonderful
opening of the 2010-2011 school
year. Our fabulous playground is
complete. We look forward to the
“grand opening” of our beautiful fields
on October 18. We’'ll have an old-
fashioned ribbon-cutting ceremony
that morning. Keep your eyes on our
school marquee for details. Once
again, | thank the community for
passing Measure C several years ago.
All these great improvements are
funded through this bond.

Our Fall is full with learning and
challenge. Staff and parents do their
very best to keep the budget crisis
away from kids. We are all doing a
little (sometimes dot more) to keep
programs strong and of the very best
quality for kids. Parkmead parents and
community members continue to be so
very generous with their resources of
time, talent, and money. Our programs
flourish because our community
values what we do and supports our
school in every way.

In the classroom, teachers and kids
alike are challenged with a new math
program this year. The enVision math
program pushes kids and staff to
higher levels of mathematics using
online technology to support learning.
We will also be participating in the
Silicon Valley Math Institute so that
teachers can explore deeper
mathematics and math instruction.

On the community level, we’'ll
have our annual Halloween Parade on
Friday, October 29 — spooky fun at
Parkmead. On Sunday, November 7,
Parkmead School and Hillside
Covenant present our tenth annual
Veterans’' Day celebration. | want to
encourage all our Parkmead neighbors
to join this celebration in appreciation
of those who serve us all.

Neighbors eating and chatting

Grilled hamburgers and hot dogs

Face painting

More eating and more chatting

... Come eat and chat at the
Pizza Party on November 4!



